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A8 of December 1953 serioue congestion was agein expected at the port of Guayaq
Beuedor, sccording to insurance sources.

‘Although ocean Btesmers can proceed up the Gueyze River the 35 miles to the port

of Guayeguil, there is not sufficient depth of water or facilities to go glongside
in the port. Consequently, they must discherge cargo into Customs-owned lighters.

- ILighters are discherged at the Fiscal Mole (with the exception of the Tropicael
Frult Company vessels, which are only 500 toms net and cen go alongside the Fiscel

Mole). Vessels over 23'% feet in dra’t are permitted to discharge at Puna Island.
This cergo too is transported to the Fiscal Mole in Guayaqull by Customs lighters.
[Decenber 19537

Recelpts are issued at the Fiscsl Mole and endorsed as to the condition of the
goodls when unlosded ex ocean carriers. At this point they come into Customs
possession.

The Fiscal Mole, the Customs wharf in Guayaquil, ie only partielly roofed. This
roof is in poor condition and is not rainprcof. There is only one corrugated
iron warehouse for valuable goods, the rest of the area being merely walled off
from the public.

The Customs werehouses proper are sbout a hundreei yards distent from the Fiscal
Mole and receipts sre issued by the Customs warehouse to the Superintendent of the
Mole.

The Customs authorities generally refuse sll claims filed ageinst them end will only
consider those where it can be definitely esteblished goods were stolen while in the
Customs possession.
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Of the 46 lighters in use in December 1553 only 17 are in good condition snd have
tarpauling; 15 are in poor condition but still veable, wauy without tarpaniins;
end the remsining 10 ore in bod shepe and generaelly without any terpaulins.

During the rainy seasopn from Januery to May inclusive, freguent stoppages coour
in carge hendling in order to rig tarpeulins., Alsc delsys oceur in lightering.
This condition, combined with the shortage of space in the Customs,contributed o
the serious congestion during 1953, when at times +the Customs were obliged to
rent private wareboudes remote from their premises, thus adding to the confusion.
Congestion vas elso aggravated by beavy rains washing out the rallway track
through the mountaina into the interior.

Indications are that cosngestion cennot be really overcome umtil prope. perthing
faeilities enabling ocean steamers to go alongside at Quaysg:il are svellable
together with proper Customs storage. [December 19537
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